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WORLD NEWS

By Malcolm Moore 
in Rome

THE Vatican insisted yester-
day that Mother Teresa’s path 
to sainthood would not be 
affected by a deep crisis of 
faith that she appeared to have 
undergone for the last four 
decades of her life.

“Mother Teresa has already 
been beatified,” said Monsig-
nor Robert Sarno, who is in 
charge of her case at the Con-
gregation for the Causes of 
Saints. “For her canonisation 
as a saint, she now requires 
one more verified miracle.”

His comments came as a 
newly published collection of 
her correspondence, contain-
ing some hitherto unpublished
letters, revealed the extent of 
her struggle with her faith.

Mgr Sarno said it was “not 
surprising” that Mother Teresa 
had, at times, turned away 
from God. “It would be sur-
prising if she had not,” he said. 
“It is really very simple. People
have to realise that the Church 
does not canonise God.

“She was a human being, 
not a cartoon superhero like 
Batman or Superman, and she 
faced reality. Even the saints 
are faced with the difficulties 

of life.” He drew attention to 
the struggles undergone by the 
apostles in the New Testament. 

“They had their problems. 
They abandoned the Lord and 
then rose above that and con-
tinued in their faith,” he said.

The Vatican has 35,000 pages
of documents attesting to the 
virtues and shortcomings of 
Mother Teresa. Mgr Sarno had 
to close the investigation 
because of the huge amount 
of evidence that poured from 
Mother Teresa’s supporters. 

More than 100 witnesses, far 
more than in any other case 
for sainthood, have testified in 

the process. But according to 
some of the letters within her 
file, Mother Teresa began to 
struggle with her belief in God 
at roughly the same time as 
she started caring for the poor 
and sick in Calcutta in 1949.

The Rev Brian Kolodiejchuk, 
Mother Teresa’s postulator, 
charged with arguing her case 
for sainthood, compiled a new 
book of her correspondence, 
entitled Come Be My Light, 
which includes many letters 
she wanted destroyed.

“Lord, my God, you have 
thrown [me] away as unwanted 
– unloved,” she wrote in one 

missive. “I call, I cling, I want, 
and there is no one to answer, 
no, no one. 

“Alone. Where is my faith? 
Even deep down there is noth-
ing. I have no faith. I dare not 
utter the words and thoughts 
that crowd in my heart.” 

She added: “I am told God 
loves me, and yet the reality of 
the darkness and coldness 
and emptiness is so great that 
nothing touches my soul. Did 
I make a mistake in surren-
dering blindly to the Call of 
the Sacred Heart?”

Mother Teresa was beatified 
in 2002, just six years after her 
death – the fastest beatifica-
tion ever, though it may be 
overtaken by John Paul II.

The Church requires proof 
of a miracle for beatification, 
and another miracle for can-
onisation. Mother Teresa’s first 
miracle involved curing a 
woman’s stomach tumour in 
1998, the day after she prayed 
to the nun, who had died the 
year before aged 87.

A panel of Vatican-appointed 
medical experts said it could 
not explain the sudden cure of 
the woman after an alum-
inium medal blessed by 
Mother Teresa was put on her 
stomach.

Mother Teresa: deep doubts 

By Peter Foster
in New Delhi

SHE is known as the “Old 
Lady” of the Indian road, but 
50 years after the first Ambas-
sador car rolled off the Cal-
cutta production lines there is 
yet further proof of the essen-
tial durability of her design.

Two British history students, 
Max Benitz and George Vlasto, 
both 22, puttered triumphantly 
up the Fulham Road in 
London after completing a 
kidney-rattling 9,000-mile 
drive from Calcutta this week 
in aid of charity.

From the 15,400ft Khun-
jerab Pass of the Pakistani 
Himalayas, to the potholed 
highways of Central Asia and 
finally on to the smooth auto-
routes of France, “Her Excel-
lency” always proved up to the 
task.

“She’s taken a pounding 
along the way and we’ve 
expended two entire rolls of 
duct tape keeping her 
together,” said Mr Benitz yes-
terday as he nervously sub-
mitted the car for its MoT at a 
London garage.

“But we never had a punc-
ture, and you can’t say fairer 
than that.”

The two students, who had 
just completed a year studying 
Indian history in Calcutta as 
part of their studies at 
Edinburgh University, said 
they conceived of the trip 
mainly as an elaborate scheme 
to avoid landing at Heathrow 
in August.

Raising money for Calcut-
ta’s Future Hope, a former 
Daily Telegraph Christmas 
Charity for Indian street-chil-

dren, their journey took them 
through Pakistan and China, 
before retracing the steps of 
Great Gamers through Central 
Asian cities like Samarkand, 
Bukara and Tashkent. “The 
toughest part was fixing the 
bureaucracy,” said Mr Vlasto. 
“We had to go to Calcutta, 
Mumbai and the Delhi just to 
get the ‘carnet de passage’ so 
we could take the car across 
borders.

“Of course once we’d found 
the right official — which took 
a month — all the problems 
went away. At the Pakistan 
border the policeman looked 
in and said, ‘Oh, you must be 
Max and George’ and waved 

us through without even look-
ing in the boot.” Mr Vlasto 
added: “I’ve developed a the-
ory that the worse the roads, 
the friendlier the people.”

Finally, nearly two-and-a-
half months after setting off 
from Calcutta, they reached 
the Marsden Hospital in 
London, the second of the two 
nominated charities for which 
they have now raised more 
than £12,000.

The car failed its MoT test 
on two minor points. “We were 
staggered,” said Mr Vlasto.
ÞDonations can be made at:

http://www.justgiving.com/
futurehope for Future Hope

and 
http://www.justgiving.com/

rmcc for the Marsden

By Richard Spencer
in Beijing 

A NINE-YEAR-OLD boy from 
Hong Kong has won a 
university place after 
becoming the youngest child 

to gain two A-grade A levels.
The case of March 

Boedihardjo, who moved to 
Britain from his native Hong 
Kong after his 14-year-old 
brother was accepted at 
Oxford University, opened a 

A laughing March Boedihardjo at his new university. It is designing a special five-year course for him after his A-level success

By Nick Squires
in Sydney 

FIRST it was the CIA, then the 
Vatican. Now Australian politi-
cians are the latest group 
shown to have altered, deleted 
or massaged their entries on 
the online encyclopedia Wiki-
pedia.

Aides working for John 
Howard, the prime minister, 
made scores of alterations to 
Wikipedia items relating to 
the government, including 
removing a reference to the 
treasurer, Peter Costello, as 
“Captain Smirk”.

On the government’s con-
troversial policy of detaining 

asylum-seekers in island 
camps, an employee inserted 
the word “allegedly” into a 
statement saying that detain-
ees were subject to inhumane 
conditions.

Modifications were also 
made to blunt claims that 
the government’s tough policy 
on asylum seekers helped 
Mr Howard to win the 2001 
election.

The changes were detected 
by WikiScanner, a website 
which reveals the digital fin-
gerprint of those who edit 
Wikipedia.

A spokesman for Mr Howard 
said he had not asked his staff 
to edit any Wikipedia entries.

debate in the city about 
whether gifted children 
should be pushed so far 
ahead of their physical age. 

But after a week of 
deliberation by four 
universities to which he 
applied about whether he was 
mature enough to cope with 
college life, March was given 
a place by Hong Kong Baptist 
University.

“I’m quite lucky,” said 
March, who spent two years 
in one-on-one tuition at a 
private college in Oxford. 

He said there was no 
reason why he should not 
attend university now like 
others who had passed their 
A-levels.

“All my schoolmates study 
in universities after they 
graduate. I don’t want to 
discontinue my mathematics 
studies.”

On top of his two A grades 
in maths and further maths, 
he won a B in statistics, and a 
merit in the advanced 
extension award, designed to 
test the brightest students.

He also gained eight 

GCSEs, which he sat at the 
same time. His father, Tony 
Boedihardjo, an ethnic 
Chinese originally from 
Indonesia, recognised his 
son’s intellectual gifts early, 
yet still wanted to keep him 
in his local state primary 
school.

But when March’s brother, 
Horatio, won a place two 
years ago at Oxford at the age 
of 14, he decided the three of 
them should move to Britain.

March, then aged seven, 
was rejected for places at 
local primary and secondary 
schools, so his father enrolled 
him with Greene’s tutorial 
college in Oxford, which is 
normally aimed at sixth-
formers.

March said his biggest fear 
was the attention he would 
get when he started 
university. 

“There is a lot of pressure 
on me,” he said.

The university in Hong 
Kong is designing a five-year 
course for March that will 
lead to an undergraduate 
degree and a masters.
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